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Introduction



Dr. Maya Angelou 
A civil rights activist, writer, poet, singer, actress, 
street car operator, chief, director, and many 
other things.
 
Worked with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Malcolm X whose powerful literary works delve 
into themes of economic, racial, and sexual 
oppression. 

However, she is perhaps best known for her 
autobiographical work titled “I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings.”



Caitlin Clark
Recently broke NCAA record for all-time leading basketball 

scorer



Wanda Hopkins
Current female staff member who has been an HCH the 

longest. 32 years strong!



Billie Holiday
Jazz performer and cultural icon

Spent her early years in Baltimore, as celebrated by 
multiple murals around town, as well as an eight-foot-tall 
bronze statue on Pennsylvania Avenue in West Baltimore. 



83%
Percentage of women on the executive team



Mary Church Terrell
Founder of the National Association of Colored Women, 

coining its motto “Lifting As We Climb,” 

Served as a founding member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

Actively wrote and spoke out about lynching and 
segregation throughout her life.



Chelsea King Arthur, 
M.S.

First Black female Board Chair of Health 
Care for the Homeless (2021-2023)



Patsy Mink
The first woman of color elected to the U.S. 

Congress.

Was a founding member of the National 
Women’s Political Caucus.

Became the chief sponsor of Title IX.



Jackie Gaines, 
M.S, R.N

First Black female CEO of Health Care for 
the Homeless: 1989-1998



Nina Simone
An American singer, songwriter, pianist, 

composer, arranger and civil rights activist. 
Her music spanned styles including classical, folk, 

gospel, blues, jazz, R&B, and pop.



72%
Percentage of women on the management team



Aretha Franklin  
The first woman inducted into the 

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame



Coco Gauff 
Tennis star recognized as 

Woman of the Year by Time Magazine in 2024



Marie Curie  
The first person (and only woman) to receive two Nobel prizes.



Susan B. Anthony 
An American writer, lecturer and abolitionist who was a 
leading figure in the women's voting rights movement. 

She gave her last speech here at The Lyric Theater 
during the Convention of the National American Woman 

Suffrage Association in 1906. 



Rosalind Franklin  
Her research led to the discovery of the structure of DNA.



Estelle Hall Young
West Baltimore civic Leader, DuBois Circle member, 

longtime anti-racist activist, and suffragist who urged 
women to vote and be counted



Shirley Chisholm  
The first Black woman to be elected to the 

United States Congress in 1968.



Hope Gleicher
First female Executive Director of Health Care for the Homeless 

, from 1985-1989



Lucy Diggs Slowe
Founding member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, 

Howard University dean and accomplished 
tennis player who grew up in Baltimore.



Malala Yousafzai 
The youngest-ever Nobel Prize laureate awarded 

for her activism for girls’ education?



Clara Barton 
Founded the American Red Cross



Sandra Day O’Connor
The first female justice of the U.S. Supreme 

Court?



“Etta” Henrietta 
Haynie Maddox

First female lawyer in Maryland



Hedy Lamarr
American actress, businesswoman, and inventor 
who held the patent for a communication system 

used in early versions of Wi-Fi?



Julia Slocum 
Walker Ruhl

Worked for suffrage with Western Maryland Methodist 
deaconesses and suffragists. Served as a West Virginia 

Equal Rights Suffrage Association President.



Tarana Burke
The co-founder of the #MeToo movement.



Elizabeth Blackwell
Trailblazer for women in 

Medicine

The first woman to earn a 
medical degree



Gwendolyn Brooks
Who was the first woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry



Florence Nightingale
Known as the “Lady with the Lamp” and is considered 

the founder of modern nursing.



Martha Gellhorn
The first female war correspondent who covered 

World War II for the Associated Press.



Amelia Earhart
American aviator who mysteriously disappeared 
while attempting to circumnavigate the globe

 



Toni Morrison
The first African American woman to win the 

Nobel Prize in Literature.



Wilma Mankiller
The first woman in modern history to lead a major 

Native American tribe, the Cherokee Nation.



1920
The year that the 19th Amendment was passed, 

giving white women the right to legally vote.



Crystal Eastman
The female lawyer who worked for equal rights 

and suffrage movement

Co-founded the ACLU in 1910,

Helped write the Equal Rights Amendment.



1965
The year that women of all races could legally vote 

through the passage of the Voting Rights Act with the 
help of Native American, Asian American, Latinx and 
African American suffragists such as, Zitkála-Šá, Dr. 

Mabel Ping-Hua Lee, Louisa Capetillo, and Fannie Lou 
Hamer, among others.



Oprah Winfrey
American talk show host and businesswoman. 

Was the first woman to own her own talk show. 
Her show and book club are very influential, 
focusing on issues facing American women.



1974
Until this year, women couldn't get credit cards on 

their own
Banks could refuse women a credit card until 
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act of 1974 was 

signed into law.
Prior to that, a bank could refuse to issue a credit 

card to an unmarried woman, and if a woman was 
married, her husband was required to cosign.

Cartoon depicting a woman applying for a credit card at a bank following the 
passage of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act of 1974 (effective October 28, 
1975), which prohibited discrimination for credit on the basis of sex and 
marital status.



Whitney Houston
Received six Grammy Awards, 22 American Music Awards, 

and two Emmy Awards, among other honors, and was 
known for her powerful, soulful vocals, vocal 

improvisation skills, use of gospel singing techniques in 
pop music, and live performances.



Be a volunteer!
Join the Heritage Month, and Days of 

Significance Planning Committee!
Co n t a ct
Adedoyin Eisape

Racial Equity and Inclusion Program Manager
Aeisape@hchmd.org

mailto:Aeisape@hchmd.org
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